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Bacon, in the structure of his mind, held of the
analogists, of the idealists, or (as we popularly say,
naming from the best example) Platonists. Whoever
discredits analogy, and requires heaps of facts, before
any theories can be attempted, has no poetic power,
and nothing original or beautiful will be produced by
him. Locke is as surely the influx of decomposition
and of prose, as Bacon and the Platonists of growth.
The platonic is the poetic tendency; the so-called
scientific is the negative and poisonous. Tis quite
certain that Spenser, Burns, Byron, and Wordsworth
will be Platonists; and that the dull men will be
Lockists. Then politics and commerce will absorb
from the educated class men of talents without
genius, precisely because such have no resistance.

Bacon, capable of ideas, yet devoted to ends, re-
quired, in his map of the mind, first of all, universality
or prima philosophic!,, the receptacle for all such profit-
able observations and axioms as fall not within the
compass of any of the special parts of philosophy,
but are more common, and of a higher stage. He
held this element essential: it is never out of mind:
he never spares rebukes for such as neglect it; be-
lieving that no perfect discovery can be made in a flat
or level, but you must ascend to a higher science.
" If any man thinketh philosophy and universality to
be idle studies, he doth not consider that all profes-
sions are from thence served and supplied, and this
I take to be a great cause that has hindered the
progression of learning, because these fundamental
knowledges have been studied but in passage." He
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